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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION III 

1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19103-2029 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 

Erie Coke Corporation 
Paul A. Saffrin, CEO 
P.O. Box 610 
Getzville, NY  

Re:  Erie Coke Superfund Site, Erie, Pennsylvania: Notice of Intent to Perfect 
Federal Superfund Lien; Opportunity To Be Heard 

Dear Mr. Saffrin:1 

This letter informs  that the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency ( EPA  ties owned by 
ECC located at or near 925 E. Bay Drive, Erie, Pennsylvania, the legal descriptions of which are 
contained in Enclosure ies The Erie Coke Superfund Site (
is located on the Properties and other properties. EPA has performed response actions at the Site, 
including the Properties, pursuant to Section 104(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental 

. § 
9604(a). The land records of Erie County, Pennsylvania, indicate that ECC currently owns the 
Properties. The lien that EPA intends to perfect against the Properties arises under Section 107(l) 
of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9607(l). The lien is intended to secure payment, to the United States, 
of costs and damages for which ECC, as an owner of the Site, is potentially liable to the United 
States under Section 107(a) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9607(a).   

Under Sections 107(a) and 101(9) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9607(a) and 9601(9), a 
person that currently owns any facility,  including a site or area where a hazardous substance 
has been deposited, stored, disposed of, placed, or otherwise come to be located, may be liable 
for all costs of removal or remedial action at the facility. EPA has determined that a release or 
threat of release of hazardous substances from the Site into the environment has occurred within 
the meaning of Sections 101(8), (14), and (22) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. §§ 9601(8), (14), and 
(22)
101(25) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9601(25).     

 1   As of the date of this letter EPA has no information indicating that Erie Coke Corporation is represented by 
counsel in this matter.  If this is not accurate please provide this letter to Erie Coke Corporation
possible. 
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EPA has a reasonable basis to believe that the statutory conditions for perfecting a 
CERCLA § 107(l) lien are satisfied. Each of the Properties is a facility  within the meaning of 
Section 101(9) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9601(9); EPA has reason to believe that ECC currently 
owns the Properties and is accordingly a liable person pursuant to Section 107 of CERCLA, 42 
U.S.C. § 9607; the Properties are subject to or affected by a removal or remedial action; and 
costs have been incurred by the United States with respect to a response action at the Properties.  

The lien arises at the time that costs are first incurred by the United States with respect to 
the site or the time that the owner is provided with written notice of potential liability, whichever 
occurs later. The lien continues until the liability for the costs is satisfied or until the liability for 
the costs becomes unenforceable through operation of the statute of limitations in Section 113 of 
CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9613. EPA issued 
copy to Paul A. Saffrin, Chief Executive Officer of ECC, by certified letters dated August 5, 
2020. The GNL was delivered to ECC on August 21, 2020, and to Mr. Saffrin on August 19, 
2020. Therefore, the lien that EPA seeks to perfect on the Properties arose no later than August 
21, 2020 by operation of law. ECC may avoid the perfection of a lien upon the Properties by 
paying all costs and damages associated with the Site. 

EPA has established a Lien Filing Record consisting of documents relating to its decision 
to perfect a lien. An index of the Lien Filing Record is included as Enclosure 2 to this letter.  The 
Lien Filing Record is kept at the EPA Region III offices and may be made available 
electronically upon request by arrangement with:  

Joan A. Johnson (3RC10) 
Sr. Assistant Regional Counsel 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region III 

1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 

(215) 814-2619
Johnson.joan-a@epa.gov 

After  ( ) calendar days from the date you receive this letter, EPA intends to file a 
Notice of Lien with the Office of the Recorder of Deeds in Erie County, Pennsylvania. A draft of 
the notice EPA intends to file is included as Enclosure 3 to this letter.  The effect of this filing is 
to establish a priority for the encumbrance on the Properties. 

You may, within ( ) calendar days from the date you receive this letter, (1) 
notify EPA in writing via email if you believe that EPA s information is in error, (2) submit via 
email any information or documents relevant to the issues raised by this letter,2 and/or (3) 
request via email to meet with a neutral EPA official to present any information that indicates 
that EPA does not have a reasonable basis to perfect a lien on the Properties based on the 
statutory 
2   If you are unable to provide via email any information or documents relevant to the issues raised by this letter, 
please contact EPA Sr. Assistant Regional Counsel Joan A. Johnson at (215) 814-2619, or johnson.joan-a@epa.gov 
in order to arrange for delivery of hard copies of this submission. 
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requirements. You should describe in your request your reasons for believing that EPA does not 
have a reasonable basis to perfect a lien. Any written submission or request for a meeting should 
reference the Erie Coke Superfund Site, should be sent by email to the above-referenced EPA 
attorney, and may include documents or information that you believe supports your contentions.  

If EPA receives a submission or a request for a meeting within  calendar days of your 
receipt of this letter, EPA will review your submission or request for a meeting. If EPA agrees, 
based on your submission, that it does not have a reasonable basis to perfect a lien on the 
Properties, EPA will not perfect its lien and will so notify you. If EPA disagrees, the  submission 
or request, together with the Lien Filing Record, will be referred to a neutral EPA official 
selected for the purpose of reviewing the submission or for conducting the meeting. 

If you have requested an opportunity to meet, a meeting will be scheduled.  You may 
choose to attend this meeting via a telephone conference. EPA will be represented by its 
enforcement staff, including a representative from the Office of Regional Counsel. You may be 
represented by counsel at this meeting. The meeting will be held before a neutral EPA official.  
This will be an informal meeting in which you may provide EPA with information as to why 
EPA s position requires reconsideration. The meeting will not be conducted using rules of 
evidence or formal administrative or judicial procedures. The sole issue at the meeting will be 
whether EPA has a reasonable basis to perfect a lien based upon Section 107(l) of CERCLA, 42 
U.S.C. § 9607(l). 

After reviewing your submission, or conducting a meeting if one is requested, the neutral 
EPA official will issue a recommended decision based upon the Lien Filing Record, any 
submission, and any information provided at the meeting. The recommended decision will state 
whether EPA has a reasonable basis to perfect a lien and will be forwarded to an EPA official 
authorized to perfect liens. You will be furnished with a copy of the recommended decision and 
notified of the Agency s action. 

Neither ECC nor EPA waives, or is prohibited from asserting, any claims or defenses in 
any subsequent legal or administrative proceeding by submitting information, requesting a 
meeting, or issuing a recommended decision basis to perfect a lien. 

If you have any question pertaining to this letter, please contact EPA Sr. Assistant 
Regional Counsel Joan A. Johnson at (215) 814-2619, or johnson.joan-a@epa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Cecil Rodrigues 
Regional Counsel 

Enclosures 

cc: Joan A. Johnson (3RC10) 
Carlyn Prisk (3SD41) 
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ENCLOSURE 1
 

Land Subject to this Notice of Federal Lien 
 
Parcel No. 14010034010200 
 

The land corresponding to the following description contained in Book 0009, page 1151, 
in the Erie County Recorder of Deeds (Land Records), Deed made April 9, 1987 
(recorded May 11, 1987) between Koppers Company, Inc. (Grantor) and Erie Coke 
Corporation (G  

 
 ALSO KNOWN AS Erie City Tax Parcel Map 14-034, Parcel No. 14010034010200 

 
Parcel No. 14010034020300  
 

The land corresponding to the following description contained in Book 1303, page 908, 
in the Erie County Recorder of Deeds (Land Records), Deed made December 27, 2005 
between Inland Products, Inc. (Grantor) and Erie Coke Corporation (Grantee) (attached 

2  
 

ALSO KNOWN AS Erie City Tax Parcel Map 14-034, Parcel No. 14010034020300  
 
Parcel No. 14010034020500 
 

The land corresponding to the following description contained in Book 0009, page 1151, 
in the Erie County Recorder of Deeds (Land Records), Deed made December 27, 2005 
between Inland Products, Inc. (Grantor) and Erie Coke Corporation (Grantee) (attached 

 
 
 ALSO KNOWN AS Erie City Tax Parcel Map 14-034, Parcel No. 14010034020500  
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ENCLOSURE 1
Exhibit 1 

 
Indenture dated April 9, 1987, between Koppers Company, Inc. (Grantor) and Erie Coke 
Corporation (Grantee), Book 0009, Page 1151, conveying Parcel No. 14010034010200 and 
Parcel No. 14010034020500, Erie, PA. 
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ENCLOSURE 1 

Exhibit 2 

 
Indenture dated December 27, 2005, between Inland Products, Inc. (Grantor) and Erie Coke 
Corporation (Grantee), Book 1303, Page 0908, conveying Parcel No. 14010034020300, Erie, 
PA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 

 7 

 
ENCLOSURE 2 

 
Lien Filing Record  



Index to Lien-Filing Record  

 

Erie Coke Superfund Site 

925 E. Bay Drive 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16507  

 

 

1. Memorandum dated September 3, 2020, from Joanne Marinelli, Branch Chief, Cost 

Recovery Branch, Office of Enforcement EPA Region III, to Donna Mastro, Deputy 

Regional Counsel – Enforcement, Office of Regional Counsel EPA Region III, re: Request 

for the Filing and Perfection of a Lien at the Erie Coke Site, pursuant to CERCLA Section 

107(l), 42 U.S.C. § 9607(l). 

  

2.  Indenture dated April 9, 1987, between Koppers Company, Inc. (Grantor) and Erie Coke 

Corporation (Grantee), Book 0009, Page 1151, conveying Parcel No. 14010034010200 

and Parcel No. 14010034020500, Erie, PA. 

3. Indenture dated December 27, 2005, between Inland Products, Inc. (Grantor) and Erie 

Coke Corporation (Grantee), Book 1303, Page 0908, conveying Parcel No. 

14010034020300, Erie, PA.  

4. Parcel Profile: 14010034010200, E. Bay Drive, Erie, PA. 

5.  Parcel Profile: 14010034020300, Foot of Wayne Street, East Avenue, Erie, PA. 

6. Parcel Profile: 14010034020500, Foot of Wayne Street, Erie, PA. 

7.  Tax Map: 14-1034. 

8. EPA Cleanup at Erie Coke Site Fact Sheet dated September 2020. 

 

9. Request for Funding, 12-Month and $2 Million Exemptions for a Removal Action 

 at the Erie Coke Site, Erie, Pennsylvania, dated September 10, 2020. 

 

10. Itemized Cost Summary, Erie Coke Corporation Site, dated September 3, 2020. 

 

11. Notice of Potential Liability, dated August 10, 2020, from Claudette Reed, Chief, 

 Program Support and Cost Recovery Branch, Superfund and Emergency Management 

Division, EPA Region III, to Erie Coke Corporation, attn. Paul A. Saffrin, CEO. 

 

12. Proof of Delivery (Paul A. Saffrin) dated August 19, 2020, of Notice of Potential 

Liability of Erie Coke Corporation.  

 

13. Proof of Delivery (Erie Coke Corporation) dated August 21, 2020, of Notice of Potential 

Liability of Erie Coke Corporation.  

 

 



14. Letter dated August 20, 2020 from Paul A. Saffrin, on behalf of Erie Coke Corporation, 

 to Christopher Guzzetti, EPA Region III in response to Notice of Potential Liability. 

 

15. Notice of Intent to File Lien dated December 15, 2020, from Cecil Rodriques, Regional 

Counsel, Office of Regional Counsel, EPA Region III, to Erie Coke Corporation, attn. 

Paul A. Saffrin, CEO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 8 

 
 

ENCLOSURE 3 
 

Draft Lien Notice 
 
 
 



FEDERAL SUPERFUND LIEN (CERCLA) 

 

Name of Property Affected   Erie Coke Superfund Site (Site) 

                

Name of Owner:    Erie Coke Corporation 

      

Address of Property:         925 E. Bay Drive, Erie,  

            Erie County, Pennsylvania 

 

Parcel Identification:       Erie County Parcel Nos.  

             

      14010034010200   

      14010034020300    

      14010034020500  

             

            as further described in Attachment A  

 

For Information Contact:      Joan A. Johnson (3RC10) 

      Sr. Assistant Regional Counsel 

      U.S. EPA Region III  

      1650 Arch Street 

      Philadelphia, PA 19103 

      (215) 814-2619 

__________________________________________________________________ 

NOTICE OF LIEN 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

Notice is hereby given by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), on 

behalf of the United States, that the United States holds a lien on the properties described above.  

Pursuant to Section 107(l) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and 

Liability Act of 1980, as amended (CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. § 9607(l), a lien is created in favor of 

the United States upon all real property and rights to such property which belong to persons 

liable for costs and damages pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 9607(a) and which property is subject to or 

affected by a removal or remedial action.  This lien arises either at the time the United States first 

incurs costs with regard to a CERCLA response action or when the person(s) liable for such 

costs and damages is provided with written notice of potential liability, whichever is later.  See 

42 U.S.C. § 9607(l)(2).  The lien continues until liability for costs and damages (or any decree or 

judgment against the person arising out of such liability) is satisfied or becomes unenforceable 

through operation of the applicable statute of limitations contained in Section 113 of CERCLA, 

42 U.S.C. § 9613.  Because response activities are ongoing, the amount covered by the lien will 

increase.  The documents which support the placement of this lien can be found in the “Lien 

Filing Record.”  The Lien Filing Record is available for review at the offices of EPA Region III 

at the address noted above or electronically upon request. 

 

 Authority to file lien notices was delegated to the Administrator of EPA on January 29, 

1987 by Executive Order 12580, 52 Federal Register 2923 (Jan. 29, 1987), and further delegated 



to the Regional Administrator on September 13, 1987, by EPA Delegation No. 14-26. This 

authority was further re-delegated by the Regional Administrator of EPA Region III to the 

Regional Counsel on April 15, 2019, by EPA Region III Delegation No. 14-26. 

 

DATE NOTICE OF LIABILITY GIVEN:     August 5, 2020 

 

DATE COSTS WERE FIRST INCURRED:  April 17, 2020 

  

EPA COSTS THROUGH September 3, 2020 $32,116.81     

       (This amount will increase as more costs are 

expended.) 

 

The potential liability associated with the Site is joint and several.  There may be other 

potentially responsible parties associated with the Site.  The necessity or extent of future work at 

the Site is undetermined as of this date. Costs may continue to be incurred at this Site, and the 

value of the United States' lien on the subject property may change. EPA is entitled to recover 

costs that are not inconsistent with the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution 

Contingency Plan (NCP) at 40 C.F.R. Part 300; see Section 107(a) of CERCLA,  

42 U.S.C. § 9607(a). 

 

                           

_____________________________________   _____________ 

Cecil Rodrigues                             Date 

Regional Counsel 

U.S. EPA Region III               

 

Subscribed and sworn before me on this, the 

 

________ day of  __________, 2020. 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

NOTARY PUBLIC      

  



 

ATTACHMENT A 

 
Land Subject to this Notice of Federal Lien 

 

Parcel No. 14010034010200 

 

The land corresponding to the following description contained in Book 0009, page 1151, 

in the Erie County Recorder of Deeds (Land Records), Deed made April 9, 1987 

(recorded May 11, 1987) between Koppers Company, Inc. (Grantor) and Erie Coke 

Corporation (Grantee) (attached as “Exhibit 1”). 

 

 ALSO KNOWN AS Erie City Tax Parcel Map 14-034, Parcel No. 14010034010200 

 

Parcel No. 14010034020300  

 

The land corresponding to the following description contained in Book 1303, page 908, 

in the Erie County Recorder of Deeds (Land Records), Deed made December 27, 2005 

between Inland Products, Inc. (Grantor) and Erie Coke Corporation (Grantee) (attached 

as “Exhibit 2”). 

 

ALSO KNOWN AS Erie City Tax Parcel Map 14-034, Parcel No. 14010034020300  

 

Parcel No. 14010034020500 

 

The land corresponding to the following description contained in Book 0009, page 1151, 

in the Erie County Recorder of Deeds (Land Records), Deed made December 27, 2005 

between Inland Products, Inc. (Grantor) and Erie Coke Corporation (Grantee) (attached 

as “Exhibit 1”). 

 

 ALSO KNOWN AS Erie City Tax Parcel Map 14-034, Parcel No. 14010034020500  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

Exhibit 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





































 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

Exhibit 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 












